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1. FROM THE PRESIDENT

Fellow Members:

Since relaunching City Club in October 2023, we have
focused on rebuilding City Club as a trusted source for non-
partisan information on matters of public policy, and as the
preeminent nonprofit host for public debate and civil
discourse. This past year, we made progress on both of
those goals.

Through the extraordinary efforts of many members, City
Club produced programs, conducted research resulting in
written reports, and held community conversations that
delivered on the second mandate of our mission—to
inspire City Club and community members to act on their

responsibilities of citizenship.

Our programs, research, and Issue Committee public events attracted new members and
inspired former members to return to City Club. Over this past year our membership has
continued to grow.

Our Program Committee members produced a variety of compelling programs in a variety of
venues. We hosted statewide and local elected officials for “state of” events and hosted
Portland city councilors in forums in their districts for the second year, with a plan to make
these an annual tradition. The Program Committee also produced special events, such as on
racial justice, education, fire safety, and a legislative preview—many at East Portland venues.
We established a “First Friday” schedule of programs at the University Place (near downtown
Portland) and co-hosted a statewide gubernatorial debate on KOIN-TV. Our programs are
accessible to in-person attendees, to virtual attendees through live streaming, and to later
viewers via our YouTube channel.

City Club supported three Issue Committees: Built Environment, Health & Public Safety, and
Arts & Culture. Each held public events that spawned robust conversations about public
policies. These demonstrate how important Issues Committees (on a variety of topics) can be
to promote City Club’s mission. Organizing and supporting new Issue Committees is essential
to expanding City Club’s impact on public policy and policymakers.



To support this goal, the City Club Board of Governors adopted an Issue Committee Publication
Policy and is considering Issue Committee Guidelines developed by members that will provide
the structure and organization needed to successfully launch new Issue Committees.

The City Club Research Board oversaw the completion of a comprehensive study committee
report recommending urgent action for Ross Island, which City Club members approved. The
Research Board launched another study, on Portland’s Vision Zero initiative, and has
established a ballot measure study committee to develop a ballot measure study
recommendation.

An inspiring group of younger City Club members has re-invigorated the New Leaders Council.
Their events featured speakers on interesting policy issues and created a welcoming
environment for informal conversations and networking. We know the value of this
organization will inure to the benefit of City Club and our community in the future. Our proof is
that Guenevere Millius, a founding co-chair of the New Leaders Council in 2001, will succeed
me as City Club president.

City Club is the sum total of its members. It is members who determine the programs,
research, and events City Club produces. Importantly, it is members—who contribute their
time and talent as well as their membership dues and gifts—who are the engine that drives City
Club. We learn what City Club members want through our annual survey and communicate
what we are doing in our weekly Member Bulletin along with a public version for our subscriber
email list.

Increased membership (28% over this past year) is one measure of City Club’s success. That
and member comments tell us that City Club is, for the most part, delivering what the members
want. However, we also hear suggestions for how City Club could improve. As an example, we
became aware that dues could be a barrier to membership. Thanks to a thoughtful donor, we
are able to offer dues assistance to reduce financial barriers to membership.

Two foundations committed to supporting public policy recognized our value to the community
with capacity-building grants. One grant has funded a half-time office manager and another
will fund a full-time membership and development coordinator. The additional staff will
support expanded programming and other ways City Club will deliver on its mission. These
grants, along with generous donors and prudent fiscal management, allow City Club to balance
its budget and show a surplus.



City Club is indebted to Director of Communications Kayla Kennett and Office Manager Jess
Junke (our paid staff) and to volunteer staff Ted Kaye & Chris Howard for their operations
administration. We also recognize over 90 member-volunteers who made the year a success.

| am grateful to a hard-working board of governors, two of whom rotated off the board this
year and deserve special recognition: Mark Stephan and Mary Nichols (Breslin). | am
particularly excited to welcome my successor, Gwen Millius, as City Club president for 2026-27.
Gwen’s depth of City Club experience, enthusiasm for our mission, and good judgment are
gualities that will ensure City Club’s success in the years to come.

We look forward with excitement to the coming year.

Jon Stride, President

City Club’s Values:

¢ Neutrality/Impartiality/Non-Partisanship (in topics, across the political spectrum)
e Openness (to differing ideas, voices, members, speakers, supporters)

e Civil Discourse (through respectful exchange of ideas and opinions)

¢ Independence (from any outside influence)

e Rigor/Objectivity (in research, events, questioning)

e Service (to community, members)

As articulated by the Board of Governors, 2025




2. KEY NUMBERS

During 2025-26 the Club saw:

1 comprehensive study completed
25 programmed events, all hybrid
12 Issue Committee events

10 New Leaders events

9 Member Events

More than 90 member-volunteers
656 members at year-end

Two foundation grants

12 organizational sponsors

132 individual/household donors
$1,572,570 in endowments

40 Legacy society members

2 staff (plus in-kind volunteer staff)

[back to table of contents]




3. RESEARCH

City Club of Portland is the last city club in the country conducting member-directed research.
This unique opportunity brings citizens together to participate in rigorous research and analysis
on important issues facing our city, region, and state.

Since 1920, City Club members have prepared over 1,050 reports on a variety of topics
including land-use planning, health care, education, environment, government, transportation,
taxation, and more. Committee members interact with key stakeholders and decisionmakers,
gain a deeper understanding of regional affairs, and influence public policy. Comprehensive
reports serve as a resource for community leaders and citizens developing or evaluating policy
initiatives and are frequently cited in state and local media. Ballot measure studies make
recommendations to approve or reject state and local initiatives, referrals, and referendumes.
These are carefully watched by both political insiders and regular voters who know that our
nonpartisan analysis is not beholden to special interests.

Whether a comprehensive report or a ballot measure, the process is the same: a committee of
City Club members conducts extensive research and drafts a report. After approval from the
Research Board and Board of Governors, the report is introduced to the membership at a public
forum. Following debate, City Club members determine by vote whether the committee’s
recommendations become official policy positions of the Club. If a report passes with two-
thirds majority, it moves into an advocacy process that serves as a powerful force for civic
change.

Research Board

The Research Board provides oversight and support for the Club’s comprehensive and ballot
measure study committees. Board members identify study topics, develop study charges, serve
as advisors to study committees, and review and approve draft reports.

Comprehensive research reports and recommendations are the result of 8—12 months of
focused interviews, hundreds of hours of independent research, weekly member-to-member
discussions, and continual critical data analysis. Ballot measure studies take place at an
accelerated pace—closer to 3 months from start to finish. All of these activities take place in
the pursuit of finding nonpartisan, unbiased consensus for a committee recommendation.

Research Board
Jonathan Radmacher (chair from Jan '26), Jon Stride (interim chair to Jan '26), Jordan

Cole, Michaela Parker, Meredith Saveryt, Hank Schottland, Chris Smith, Mark Stephan,
Cory Streisinger, Ramsay Weit, Megge Van Valkenburg



In April 2026, the Ross Island Study Committee made significant recommendations for the
future use, ownership, and access of Ross Island, a large island complex in the lower Willamette
River near downtown Portland.

The committee spent over a year conducting thorough research, reviewing public records and
past studies, hearing testimony from more than 60 witnesses, and receiving briefings from
several public agencies. The result was a 30-plus-page report titled Ross Island: An Urgent Call
to Action.

Members voted overwhelmingly to approve the report, with 96.6%
in support (2.1% opposed, 1.3% abstaining). This approval
achieved the threshold for advocacy.

oy Club of Portlard | derch 24, 205

Ross Island:
An Urgent Call to Action

Toward Public Stewardship and
Long-Term Responsibility

Study Committee
Mark Lear, Co-Chair iy eLus
Debbie Hill, Co-Chair (o)) ronrine
William Burgel e
Brendan Doyle
Susan Pearce

Ethan Seltzer
Caroline Zavitkovski

A ity Club Research Report

Research Advisors: Chris Smith and Meredith Saveryt

The Club’s research study library at Portland State University provides public access to all past
studies.

The Research Board oversaw another long-term comprehensive study under way in 2025-26:
“Vision Zero” (traffic safety).

[back to table of contents]



https://pdxcityclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-03-24-Ross-Island-approved.pdf
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_cityclub/

4. ADVOCACY & AWARENESS

When active, City Club of Portland’s Advocacy and Awareness program helps make the
recommendations of our research studies actionable. Members of our advocacy committees
inform decision-makers, social interest groups, and the public about City Club’s adopted policy
positions and to advocate for their implementation. Beyond promoting positive change,
advocacy committee members develop knowledge about policy and gain experience with a
range of advocacy and awareness strategies and tactics.

The Advocacy and Awareness Board provides consulting, guidance, and oversight for the
advocacy committees with a member of the advocacy committees often participating on the
Board. While dormant this year, it will see action next year as the research studies under way
are completed.

During 2025-26, the Research Board served _
as the Advocacy and Awareness Board, taking : e Tl
steps to establish an advocacy committee for
the Ross Island report’s recommendations. __'I_T i

Ross Island 8

An Urgent Call to Action

Seg I e o

[back to table of contents]
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5. PROGRAMS

City Club continued its long tradition and commitment to inform members and the community
in public matters and on issues of importance to the Portland metropolitan region, the state,
and society as a whole. Increased programming during the year focused on individual speakers,
“state of” presentations, panel discussions, and candidate debates and forums at the city,
county, region, and state level. Events at varying locations, times, and days of the week
complemented the “Friday Forums” in a set location at a fixed time monthly.

Program Committee

Bobbie Regan (chair), Dana Bach, Shoshana Baird, Regina Baker, Robin Denburg,
Tom Karwaki, Doug Marker, Sam Metz, Jazzmin Reese, Carol Samuels

Portland’s city councilors return to the Club stage in events held in each district.

11



2025-26 EVENTS

Date Title Speakers Description
6/6/2025 Friday Forum: Keep Portland Kim Kosmas, Portland Fire & A panel discussion with local leaders working
watch here | Fire Wise—Urban Wildfire Risk Rescue to reduce wildfire risk and improve
and Readiness Vivek Shandas, Portland State community readiness. Hear how public
University agencies, emergency responders, and
samaz Jen Warren, Oregon State Fire community organizations are working
KEEP PORTLAND e .
ire WIS| Marshal together to address wildfire threats in urban
neighborhoods, particularly those near parks
Moderator: Sophie Peel, and green spaces. The conversation will
Willamette Week explore coordination efforts, public
communication strategies, equity in disaster
planning, and lessons learned from recent
SR e wildfires in other cities.
6/18/2025 Evening: State of Racial Justice: Sharon Gary-Smith, former May 25, 2025, was the fifth anniversary of

[not recorded]

A Five-Year Retrospective on
Portland’s Black Lives Matter
Movement

president of the Portland NAACP,
women’s rights activist.

Justice Rajee, Director of
Reimagine Oregon, Beaverton
School Board member.

Mac Smiff, Journalist, community-
builder.

Moderator: Donovan Scribes,
award-winning writer and
producer, former vice president of
the Portland NAACP, and creator
of BlackOut.

George Floyd’s murder, a tragedy that
sparked a nationwide movement for racial
justice and police accountability. A
conversation with contributors to BlackOut,
a special Portland Mercury issue that
features a dozen essays by Black Portlanders
on the 2020 protests, how the city has (or
hasn't) made progress since then. A panel
discussion and a screening of Dear Young
Black Portland, a short film written by
Scribes, narrated by Gary-Smith, and
directed by award-winning filmmaker Devin
Boss.

6/25/2025 State of the Region Metro Council President Lynn Peterson will address the future of
watch here Peterson Supportive Housing Services, Metro’s work
on Future Vision, the future of the Portland
Moderator: Dana Haynes, Expo Center, economic development and
Portland Tribune more.
CITY CLUB
of PORTLAND
7/25/2025 Friday Forum: Lawsuits Against Oregon Attorney General Dan In the past 6 months, Oregon Attorney
watch here Federal Actions Rayfield General Dan Rayfield and a coalition of other

Friday Forum

Questioner: retired Oregon Chief
Justice Thomas Balmer

state attorneys general have filed dozens of
lawsuits asserting that federal actions
violate Congressional statutes or the
Constitution. Notably, AG Rayfield is lead
counsel challenging President Trump’s
tariffs, on the basis that the authority to
impose such tariffs lies with Congress.
What prompted AG Rayfield to join or file
these lawsuits on behalf of Oregon? What
would success or failure in these lawsuits
mean for Oregonians?

12



https://www.youtube.com/live/H5tJSckqvRM?si=FVIZhzlf15ZpQpdI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32_xOXG-DOE&t=23s
https://www.youtube.com/live/UH-g11W2Llc?si=sbZ6Hbkd7LKa18l-

9/5/2025

Friday Forum: City Auditor

Portland City Auditor Simone Rede

The City Auditor is one of only two officials

Questioner: former State
Treasurer Randall Edwards

watch here Portland City Auditor in Portland elected citywide. Independent
Simone Rede Moderator: Alex Zielinski, OPB from the City Council, the Mayor, and the
Portland City Politics Reporter City’s leadership team, the Auditor’s Office
exists to serve the public interest. Having an
elected Auditor meets the highest
independence standard for audit
organizations, allowing the office to work
objectively and without undue influence.
10/3/2025 Friday Forum: The Past, Present, | Therese Bottomly, retiring editor Bottomly will reflect on her career, discuss
watch here | and Future of Oregon News of the Oregonian. the challenges facing journalism today, and
offer her hopes for the future of local news
Moderator: Kerry Tymchuck, in Oregon.
Executive Director of the Oregon
Historical Society.
10/29/2025 | Evening: Education in Oregon: Dr. Kimberlee Armstrong, Oregon elementary students are scoring
watch here | What Works & Why It Matters Superintendent, Portland Public near the bottom of all states in reading and
Schools math. Research shows that certain
E e Sarah Pope, Executive Director, strategies are moving the needle, including
) l Stand for Children Oregon initiatives focused on early literacy, career
Bryan Butcher, Jr., Oregon's and technical education, and students’
Teacher of the Year 2024-25 physical and social-emotional health. The
panel will discuss how these and other
Moderator: Julia Silverman, strategies can be implemented effectively,
Education Reporter, The and why investing in them matters—not
Oregonian only for students themselves, but for Oregon
as a state.
11/7/2025 Friday Forum: Secretary of State | Oregon Secretary of State Tobias A timely conversation on the responsibilities
watch here Read of the Oregon Secretary of State's office,
including overseeing elections, registering
Moderator: Julia Shumway, corporations or business entities, resolving
editor-in-chief, Oregon Capital government-related complaints for small
Chronicle businesses, maintaining the state archives,
and acting as the state's chief auditor.
Secretary Tobias Read will provide updates
on Oregon’s mail-in voting, voter data
protection, and the campaign finance
system, and share his plans for the coming
year.
11/18/2025 | Evening: Multnomah County Multnomah County District Learn more about District Attorney
watch here | District Attorney Attorney Nathan Vasquez Vasquez’s priorities, including reducing gun
violence, centering victims of crime, and
el R (@) Moderator: Ken Boddie, News building trust and transparency in the public
A Conversation with  Jaiag Anchor and Political Director safety system. How does his office continue
Nathan Vasquez
Hovembec!3. S for KOIN-TV advancing these long-term goals while
responding to emergent situations, such as
the surge in cases stemming from mass
demonstration events outside the
federal ICE facility in SW Portland?
12/5/2025 Friday Forum: State Treasurer Oregon State Treasurer Elizabeth The speakers will explore the Treasurer’s
watch here Steiner role in managing the state’s investments,

banking, and debt programs, her initiatives
to help Oregonians save for retirement, and
her perspective on opportunities and
challenges facing Oregon’s finances.

13



https://youtu.be/2ftjpZoh99E?si=GCnGUcQQTOCQHSai
https://www.youtube.com/live/plot5AUnmUU?si=Livm-nhfblZ-M1jN
https://www.youtube.com/live/xfMx4aARXBI?si=nGIUO7b5-Lq5En-f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whNYOeWMuPc
https://www.youtube.com/live/iDgXKURfTw0?si=7sbDlxmw1A8-au2Z
https://www.youtube.com/live/v_COoIwSb0A?si=8TylDfe0_xWZWTTn

12/12/2025

Friday Forum: A Path to Renew

Nolan Lienhart, ZGF Architects;

City Club’s Built Environment Issue

Eric Zimmerman

Moderator: Sophie Peel,
Willamette Week

watch here | the Central City D'Artagnan B. Caliman, 1803 Fund; | Committee has explored instituting a two-
Erin Graham, OMSI; former U.S. pronged multiyear focus on Central City
Rep. Earl Blumenauer 2050. Three panelists involved in major
Central City redevelopment projects,
including the OMSI District, Rebuild Albina
and the Broadway Corridor Master Plan,
offer their perspectives on the role of
philanthropic and business leadership in
shaping the Portland Central City of
tomorrow.
1/9/2026 Friday Forum: Retiring Portland Michael Jordan, Portland’s first Michael Jordan, who retired at the end of
watch here | City Administrator City Administrator last year, joins us to discuss his time in the
top administrative management role in
Moderator: Willamette Week Portland city government.
reporter Sophie Peel Starting in July 2024, he led major aspects of
the transition from the prior form of
government to its new structure under the
recent changes to the City charter, all while
overseeing the day-to-day operations of all
City bureaus, managing an $8.6 billion
budget and 6,800 public servants.
1/26/2026 Evening: 2026 Oregon Carlos Fuentes (The Oregonian) Seasoned political reporters will discuss the
watch here | Legislative Short Session Preview | Dirk VanderHart (OPB) state budget deficit, proposed state
Dick Hughes (formerly with Oregon | legislative bills, and other key policy issues
Capital Insider) leading up to the next legislative session,
which begins in February. Preview the hot
Moderator: Jennifer Williamson, topics for the 2026 short session with
former state representative and experts who are closely dialed into the
House Majority Leader dynamics of the Oregon State Legislature.
2/4/2026 One Year In: Reflections: City District 3 City Councilors: With one full year of experience in these
watch here | Council District 3 Tiffany Koyama Lane roles, and a full year of working under
Angelita Morillo Portland’s new form of government, there’s
Steve Novick much to talk about! Hear the Councilors
reflect on the challenges and achievements
Moderator: Sophie Peel, of the past year and the opportunities they
Willamette Week see.
2/6/2026 Friday Forum: Oregon's Health Dr. John Kitzhaber, CEO, The Oregon’s health care system is under
watch here | Care Access Crisis, Part 1 Foundation for Medical Excellence; | growing economic strain as rising costs and
physician; former Governor of unstable financing threaten access across
Oregon Medicaid, employer-sponsored insurance,
Bruce Goldberg, Special Projects and the Marketplace.
Advisor, Office of the Governor; Join City Club of Portland and Oregon Health
professor, OHSU-PSU School of Forum for a high-level conversation
Public Health; former director, examining what’s driving this moment and
Oregon Health Authority how Oregon can begin charting a more
i - sustainable and equitable path forward.
2/17/2026 One Year In: Reflections: City District 4 City Councilors: With one full year of experience in these
watch here | Council District 4 Olivia Clark roles, and a full year of working under
Mitch Green Portland’s new form of government, there’s

much to talk about! Hear the Councilors
reflect on the challenges and achievements
of the past year and the opportunities they
see.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPzcipHjv0M&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/live/JKj863c8Jxc?si=c7K9K6c1Dcmpivb-
https://www.pdxcityclub.org/administrator-jordan-event-2026/
https://www.pdxcityclub.org/administrator-jordan-event-2026/
https://www.youtube.com/live/JHKp2DvYZgI?si=oLGJQdatNIYM3Xu_
https://youtu.be/PFJXWnVbW0Y?si=EFg9v71Gy3FN6sDf
https://www.youtube.com/live/qiIR5fs6dbo?si=Wmk6AN0Gt0DqhBHT
https://www.pdxcityclub.org/oregon-healthcare-forum-feb-2026/
https://www.pdxcityclub.org/oregon-healthcare-forum-feb-2026/
https://www.youtube.com/live/VT7Y-Qu3Mi0?si=fNCkIcCyuCuDD5tf

3/4/2026

One Year In: Reflections: City

District 2 City Councilors:

With one full year of experience in these

watch here | Council District 2 Sameer Kanal roles, and a full year of working under
Elana Pirtle-Guiney Portland’s new form of government, there’s
Dan Ryan much to talk about! Hear the Councilors
reflect on the challenges and achievements
Moderator: Sophie Peel, of the past year and the opportunities they
Willamette Week see.
3/6/2026 Friday Forum: Oregon's Health Rachel Prusak, executive Oregon’s health care system is under
watch here Care Access Crisis, Part 2 director, Oregon State Board of growing economic strain as rising costs and
Nursing unstable financing threaten access across
Jack Friedman, chair, PacificSource | Medicaid, employer-sponsored insurance,
Health Plans and the Marketplace.
Dr. Antonio (Tony) Germann, Join City Club of Portland and Oregon Health
medical director, Salud and Pacific Forum for a high-level conversation
pediatrics clinics, Yakima Valley examining what’s driving this moment and
Farm Workers clinic system (FQHC) | how Oregon can begin charting a more
sustainable and equitable path forward.
Moderator: William Kramer,
member, Oregon Health Policy
Board
3/10/2026 One Year In: Reflections: City District 1 City Councilors: With one full year of experience in these
watch here | Council District 1 Candace Avalos roles, and a full year of working under
Jamie Dunphy Portland’s new form of government, there’s
Loretta Smith much to talk about! Hear the Councilors
reflect on the challenges and achievements
Moderator: Sophie Peel, of the past year and the opportunities they
Willamette Week see.
4/9/2026 Evening: Research Committee Ross Island Study Committee co- The Ross Island Study Committee presents
watch here | Report: Ross Island chairs, Debbie Hill & Mark Lear its recommendations on the future use,
ownership, and access of Ross Island, a large
island complex in the lower Willamette River
near downtown Portland.
4/10/2026 Friday Forum: Oregon and State Economist Carl Riccadonna Presentations on the state of the local
watch here Portland Metro Economies and Multnomah County Economist | economy and what it means for the future
- Jeff Renfro of business, government, and community
life.
4/17/2026 State of the City Portland Mayor Keith Wilson A Conversation About Portland’s Future with
watch here Mayor Keith Wilson and Nicholas Kristof.
Moderator: Nicholas Kristof Mayor Wilson's second annual State of the
City address and an interview with The New
York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof.
5/1/2026 Friday Forum: The Future of Ross | Jaime A. Pinkham (Nez Perce), A panel discussion with witnesses
watch here | Island Senior Advisor to the Executive interviewed for the City Club report Ross

P ey
Let’s talk about... L5 B
The Future of o
Ross Island
@f’(’)

Unlversity Placs Canfarencs Canter

FREE ADMISSION +

Director, Columbia River Inter-
Tribal Fish Commission

Mike Houck, Director, Urban
Greenspaces Institute

Kaitlin Lovell, Director, Oregon
Division of State Lands

Scott Fogarty, Executive Director,
Human Access Project

Moderator: Nigel Jaquiss
Reporter, Oregon Journalism
Project

Island: An Urgent Call to Action, moderated
by Oregon Journalism Project reporter Nigel
Jaquiss.
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https://www.youtube.com/live/ZNRlADPrBo4?si=uQeWQ6hxPP5T41h7
https://www.youtube.com/live/B6wuScNej64?si=WhFOn78Dk4XMWirY
https://www.youtube.com/live/Hpasc-BV07M?si=9AZe7m5bFvdDugaV
https://youtu.be/z1ZpZtIUskc?si=G3DE0reIcqqbqMHr
https://www.youtube.com/live/6NO4RZW57U8?si=K237vKV9VYMY9MR2
https://www.youtube.com/live/FiKFMeOWPqc?si=5qrXpOpWhaYGK89B
https://www.youtube.com/live/aJmJ2k5C_8U?si=KuVNQkShQ4dGz54c

5/4/2026

2026 May Primary Republican

Candidates: Danielle Bethell, Ed

Four candidates made their case to be the

watch here Gubernatorial Debate Diehl, Christine Drazan, Chris GOP nominee for Oregon governor in the
Dudley. only televised Republican gubernatorial
debate this season, co-produced by City Club
Questioners: KOIN's Lisa Balick and KOIN 6.
and Ken Boddie.
5/19/2026 State of the County Multnomah County Chair Jessica Multnomah County Chair Jessica Vega
watch here Vega Pederson Pederson will deliver her last State of the

-
of the

County

8 ©

Sracstens 1 ssrssaen
Jegslea Voga Paderson Rukalyai Adams
Flucwnl Conarp e L0 (160 Fun

New Easl Counly Library
475 O 078752

PR Yt

Moderator: Rukaiyah Adams, CEO,
1803 Fund

County address before the end of her term
in December, after serving nearly ten years
on the Board of County Commissioners.

Local leaders provide a five-year retrospective on Portland’s Black Lives Matter movement,
co-sponsored with the Portland Mercury.

[back to table of contents]
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-m652ghzSU
https://youtu.be/14JhH9Fo_7I?si=KeDoIWewwn2YF8jr
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Oregon Republican gubernatorial candidates debate in a joint City Club-KOIN event.

Part|C|pants mlngle after a Frlday Forum at University Place.
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6. ISSUE COMMITTEES

Issue Committees have long formed a vital part of the Club experience, known variously as
Standing Committees, Agora, Issue Forums, and Member-Led Forums. They provide an
opportunity for members to connect, share information, and explore a topic of mutual interest.
They drive the creation of diverse events, including talks, gatherings, panels, tours, tastings, and
outings open to members and the public.

Three committees saw activity this year, with the potential for more. An ad hoc group worked
to establish a structure for Issue Committees.

Issues Committees Ad Hoc Planning Committee:

Paula Amato, Greg Macpherson, James Ofsink, Stacey Triplett, Jon Stride (board
representative)

The Built Environment delves into land use, transportation, architecture, public space, and
related subjects shaping the physical city. Areas of focus include housing, greenhouse gas
emissions, the Burnside Bridge replacement project, the Columbia River Crossing, downtown
revitalization, and affordable housing shortages. Jonathan Konkol & Paddy Tillett (co-chairs).

Health & Public Safety explores a broad spectrum of topics related to public safety and health,
addressing concerns such as addiction, homelessness, crime, police practices, and public health.
The goal is to raise awareness, inform members and the public, and facilitate connections to
drive changes, including solutions in public policy. Wynne Wakkila & Henry Kaiser (co-chairs).

Arts & Culture examines Portland’s arts and culture industry, including funding, accessibility,
city planning, and barriers to success. The committee produces panel discussions, artist talks,
exhibits, and other public events to highlight key topics and provide forums for collaborative
solutions. Alexis Gonzalez & Kerry Driver (co-chairs).

During 2025-26 Issue Committees hosted over a dozen public events, with Health & Public
Safety continuing its “It Takes a Village” series on homelessness, Built Environment wrapping up
its “Rx for Downtown Portland” series, and Arts & Culture launching its first events.
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7. NEW LEADERS COUNCIL

First established in 2001, the New Leaders Council (NLC) has evolved over the past 25 years, but
became dormant for the past few. This past year, Club leaders—on the board of governors and
beyond—reconstituted the NLC, focusing on the under-40 demographic.

Its goal is to engage younger members with each other and the mission of the Club so that it
continues as a vibrant force in the civic life of Portland and the region. The NLC curates events
and programs, including a monthly happy hour at rotating venues with speakers on topics of
interest, co-sponsored events with Issue Committees and outside groups, and opportunities for
networking, mentoring, and leadership.

During the past year the NLC formalized its leadership structure and hosted 10 events in as
many locations.

New Leaders Council Leadership:
Zack Surmacz (chair), Jordan Cole and Chris Howard (co-chairs to Jan. ‘26), Shoshana
Baird, Alexis Gonzalez
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8. MEMBER RECOGNITION

With the help of active members, City Club accomplishes the work of an organization many
times its size.

Executive Committee: Ted Kaye, Gwen Millius, Colleen Shoemaker, Mark Stephan, Jon Stride

Development Committee: Ted Kaye (chair, board liaison), Jenny Breed, Carla Kelley, Susan
Kelly

Finance Committee: Ted Kaye (chair, board liaison), Chris Howard, Kathleen Joy, Philip Smith

Human Resources Committee: Colleen Shoemaker (chair, board liaison), Jordan Cox, Ted Kaye,
Gwen Millius, Mary Nichols, Mark Stephan, Jon Stride

Membership Committee: Colleen Shoemaker (chair, board liaison), Jordan Cole, Robin
Denburg, Joe Gardner, Steve Griffith, Sebastian Guivernau, Ted Kaye, Susan Kelly, Doug Marker,
Paddy Tillett, Wynne Wakkila

Nominating Committee: Chris Howard (chair, board liaison), Jon Stride, Ted Kaye, Gwen
Millius, Sebastian Guivernau, Clay Kreger, Carla Kelley

Members also constituted research committees and served as volunteers at in-person events.
Event Volunteers:

Steven Browning, Wesley Brue, Sara Chan, Anne-Marie Claire, John Ewan, Kathy Goeddel, Kelly
Holtz, Natalia Hurt, Susan Kelly, Nancy Kurkinen, Marion McNamara, Leslie Pohl-Kosbau, Julie
Poust, Francie Royce, Jay Shoemaker, Colleen Shoemaker, Cory Streisinger, Tim Tees, Wynne
Wakkila, Nate Zeke
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Members at Year-End (5/31)
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[note: 2019 and 2020 numbers have been restated from prior years’ presentations.]

The Membership Committee continued to hold several welcome events for new and returning
members (in public spaces and member homes), visited the state legislature to seek awareness
and new members, tabled at public events, and started a winter member dinner tradition.

k

Members enjoy a welcome event in July 2025 at the home of Steve Griffith.
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AWARDS

Each of the Club’s awards has a long tradition and recognizes members in different ways for
their outstanding contributions to the Club.

City Club Award: Steve Griffith

The City Club Award recognizes the contribution made by a member of
the Club toward the accomplishment of the Club’s purposes. It is
awarded to those members who, by virtue of their long-standing
service to the Club and the community, their continued demonstrated
willingness to assume Club responsibilities and assignments, and their
demonstrated long-time interest in the goals of the Club, warrant
recognition of their service. Steve was honored posthumously for his
leadership in research and advocacy in the Club over many years and
his distinguished public service, including chairing the Portland Public
Schools Board and advising the multiple-national-champion Lincoln
High School constitution team.

Allan Hart Research Award: Chris Smith

This award goes to a member of the Club in recognition of extraordinary commitment to
research and its role in civic engagement. The award honors Allan Hart, a legendary champion
of research and past president of the Club, who joined in 1938 and died in 2002. Chris Smith, as
a member of the Research Board, was instrumental in reconstituting and advancing our
research efforts, through advising the Ross Island study committee, helping launch new studies,
and promoting advocacy.

Member of the Year: Doug Marker

During any Club year, any number of members distinguish themselves by their hard work and
significant contributions. The Member of the Year is that person who stands out even among
those luminaries. Doug Marker was honored as a member of the Membership and Program
Committees, a past president who stepped in again to provide hard work and leadership.

President’s Award: Ted Kaye

The President may present an award to a member or members of the Club for outstanding
service to the Club during the Club year. He honored Ted Kaye, whose multiple roles—
treasurer, administrator, development chair, historian, and various committee memberships—
helped advance the president’s work.

[back to table of contents]
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9. DONOR RECOGNITION

When City Club was founded in 1916, it worked to solve problems for the common good. Over
the last century, the City Club of Portland has grown and evolved to reflect the values and
temperament of the times, but it has never strayed from the member-driven model that has
enabled it to thrive for over 100 years.

Today, when a few powerful voices can dominate the political dialogue, more and more people
are depending on organizations like City Club for unbiased information and thoughtful debate.

As members we are responding by creating programs and conducting research on the truly
important issues in our community. We are convening people and organizations of divergent
beliefs to listen, learn, and lead in crafting creative solutions and advocating for their adoption.

To remain true to our values of independence, City Club has always been member-driven and
member-supported. However, membership dues cover only a portion of our operating
expenses. To help support the rest, the Club relies on additional gifts from members, present
and past, and the support of area organizations.

For the first time, this year the local Give!Guide accepted City Club as a participant. The
November-December campaign raised funds and awareness among the 17,000 donors. The
Civic Partners program (formerly organizational membership) was also reconstituted.

a. Endowments

Endowments represent gifts from the past, supporting our future.

Established in 2008, the Research Endowment (at the Oregon Community Foundation)
currently holds more than $1,161,000. Annual distributions directly support the Club’s research
efforts. The initial funds were pledged and contributed by more than 100 members and friends
in memory of Ogden Beeman, former Club president and champion of research, with a
substantial match from his family and a bequest from Andy Linehan, former Club president.

The Club’s General Endowment (also at the Oregon Community Foundation), established in
1980 after a three-year campaign in which over 1,000 members contributed annually, currently
holds more than $411,000. Distributions support the Club’s general operations.

In addition, the Club is grateful for three designated funds at OCF which combined contribute
over $7,000 annually: The Don Sterling Fund, the Dan & Rusty Goldy Fund, and the Richard &
Mary Rosenberg Fund.

Recent history of the Endowments appears in the Financial Reports section.

[back to table of contents]
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b. Legacy Society

Generous individuals and couples who have included City Club of Portland in their estate plans
form the Legacy Society. They have made a commitment to the Club’s long-term fiscal stability

by increasing its endowments over time.

It is easy to join the Legacy Society. Provide for the City Club in one’s will or trust, or make the
Club a beneficiary of life insurance or a retirement account. Then simply complete and send in
the short enrollment form. Members will be recognized in all future listings of the Legacy

Society and will help ensure the Club’s success in perpetuity.

Sam Adams

*Don Barney
*QOgden Beeman
*Arthur Goldsmith
*Dan & *Rusty Goldy
*Susan Hammer
*Allan Hart

*Ned Hayes

Peter E. Heuser

Bill Holmer

John Horvick

Leslie S. Johnson
Ted Kaye

Carla Kelley

Susan Kelly

*Randall Kester
*Muriel & *Sid Lezak
Nichole June Maher
*Gus Mattersdorf
*Ned Look

(* deceased)

Greg Macpherson

*Andy Linehan

Pat McCormick

*Roger J. Meyer

Su Midghall

Leslie Morehead

David Quisenberry

Steve Rosenbaum
*Mary Martin Rosenberg
Steve Schell

Chris Smith

*Julie & *Don Sterling
Frances J. Storrs

Sue and Glyn Thomas
Les Vuylsteke

Tamsen Wassell

Kurt Wehbring & Donna Dermond
*Bob Weil

Don & Janet Williams
James A. Zehren

[back to table of contents]
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https://www.pdxcityclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Legacy-Society-Enrollment-Form-2024.pdf

¢. 2025-2026 Leadership Circle

The Leadership Circle comprises City Club supporters who are committed to ensuring that the
Club remains the leading Oregon institution engaging citizens in public issues. Members of the
Leadership Circle invest in the Club’s future with contributions of $1,000 or more per year. The

Club is grateful for the support of the Leadership Circle members.

Tyler & Melanie Gaston
Ted Gilbert

Christie Helmer

Ted Kaye

Carla Kelley

d. 2025-26 Annual Fund Donors

William Aegerter
Lisa Kislingbury Anderson
James Armstrong
April Aster
Shoshana Baird
Laurie Blair

Jon Bolden

Betsy Boyd-Flynn
Ronald Buel

CGC Financial Services LLC
Christopher E Cobey
Jordan Cole

Adam Davis

Adam & Gina Davis
Fran L Davison

Liam Dean

Joyce DeMonnin

Bill Dickey*

Kristen Eberlin

Sean Edging

William Eichelberger
Jennifer Eykamp
Glenn Fenske

Ann French

Alice Eleanor Frost
Ben Furr

Sara L Gabin

Kathy Goeddel

Gregory H Macpherson
Samuel Metz

Tom Neilsen

Bobbie Regan
Christopher Smith

Alexis Gonzalez
Sandra Judith Grass
William Graupp
Stephen Loyal Griffitht
Adrian Harris Crowne
Martha Hart
William Hathaway
Charles F. Hinkle
Stephen Holgate
John A Horvick
Sheryl Horwitz
Chris Howard
Janeen Hull

Emma James
Kathleen Joy
Thomas S Karwaki
Kate Kaye

Kathi Kazala

Susan Kelly

Kayla Kennett
Nancy Kurkinen
Mary Ella Kuster
Alexander Leeding
Laura Evelyn Lester
Susan Lutzenhiser
Thor Madsen
Nadine Maleski
Linda H Mantel

Philip Collier Smith
Fran Storrs

Jon Stride

Wynne Wakkila
Phil Walsh

Doug R Marker

Mary Marker

Annette L Mattson
Naomi Matusow

Kate A McPherson
Nadine A Menashe
Microsoft Corporation
Jean M Miley
Guenevere Anne Millius
Rob Mishkin

Tamara Moland

Jane Morrison

Felice Crowl Mueller
Linda Neumann

Dia Vee Norris

Kandis Brewer Nunn
Kelly Melinda O'Lague
Michaela Parker
Caroline Patton

Susan E Pearce

Piper Sandler Companies
Evan Pon

Tom Quillin
Amanda Rain
Ken Ray

James Bruce Reuler
Shelly Rosenberg
Thom Ruks
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Stephen V Schneider
Travis S Shappell
James Shelstad
Colleen M Shoemaker
Jay Shoemaker
Nancy Siegel

Maria Sipin

Julia Martinez Soto
Whit Spencer

Paul Stein

Mark Stephan

Sean Sterling

Johloyd Strong

Adele D. Thompson
Paddy Tillett

Catherine Trevison

Felicia Tripp Folsom
Madeline Turnock
Margaret Van Valkenburg
Sharon VanSickle-Robbins
Robin Vesey

Arnold Vinnard

Amaury Vogel

Polina Vorozheykina

Kristi Wachter

Ramsay Weit

Ray Wells

Donald W Williams
Brian Williams

Lyndon "Tuck" Wilson Jr.
Erika Wilson

Merri Souther Wyatt
Tiffany Yelton Bram
Nate Zeke

The challenges of compiling such lists can introduce unintended mistakes, which in no way

diminish the Club’s gratitude for its members’ support. The Club regrets any errors or omissions
and encourages contacting staff with any corrections.

e. 2025-26 Organizational Sponsors

City Club accepts donations without regard to any funder’s opinion on the selection of research
and event topics, speakers, editorial content, or methodology, ensuring our work remains free
from external influence.

We thank the following for sponsoring our events: AARP @ Chevron e Fight Against Sex
Trafficking e Miller Nash @ Neil Kelly ® Northwest Natural e Oregon Health Forum e
Oregon Hospital Association @ The Oregonian e The Standard e Tonkon Torp e University
of Oregon School of Journalism and Communications

= Possibilities
Oregon

MILLER
E NASH

Chevron

e =

-FAST-

&7
NellKe]ly (§®) NW Natural®

) l Oregon @Association

of Hospitals and Health Systems

TONKON
TORP OREGON

TheStandard’

School of Journalism
and Communication

Che Oregonian
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f. 2025-26 Foundation Sponsors

Two foundations generously granted funding this year to support capacity building.

The Robert D. and Marcia H. Randall Charitable Trust awarded $20,000 to help underwrite
hiring a part-time office manager for more than a fiscal year; generous donors matched that
award. The position was filled in March 2026.

The M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust awarded $185,500 over a three-year period to underwrite a
full-time membership and development coordinator, starting in September 2026. Its
namesake, Jack Murdock, belonged to City Club from 1951 to his death in 1971.

ROBERT D. 248

M.]. Murdock

CHARITABLE TRUST

Charitable Trust

T T )
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10. FINANCIAL REPORTS

( CITY CLUB
(@ of PORTLAND

Statement of Activities
For the years ended May 31, 2025 & 2026

2026 2025
Support and Revenue
Contributions & grants $114,468 $70,114
Bequests & endowment gifts - -
Membership dues 71,852 56,484
Program service revenue 21,109 8,299
Investment income 2,367 (1,918)
Net realized & unrealized gains 244,921 119,325
Total support and revenue $454,717 $252,304
Expenses
Program services $166,266 $140,967
Management & general 8,313 6,848
Fundraising 1,803 1,456
Total expenses $176,382 $149,271
Change in net assets $278,335 $103,033
Net assets
Beginning of year $1,347,861  $1,244,828
End of year $1,626,196  $1,347,861

Notes: The large “Change in net assets” is primarily attributable to increases in the value
of the Club’s endowments. The Club’s operating results were surpluses of $4,179 in
2024-25 and $16,472 in 2025-26.

The Club historically secures a full financial audit every four years. The 2018-19 fiscal
year’s financial statements were audited by Kern & Thompson. Members may receive a
copy of those financial statements by contacting the Club offices.
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( CITY CLUB
(@ of PORTLAND

Statement of Financial Position

May 31, 2025 & 2026

2026 2025
Assets
Cash & cash equivalents $66,822 $15,302
Accounts & grants receivable 5,000 2,500
Prepaid expenses & deposits in transit 1,565 1,822
Property & equipment, net 1,722 2,584
Endowment Investments (at market) 1,572,570 1,343,099
Total Assets $1,647,679  $1,365,307
Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities:
Accounts payable $4,943 $7,775
Deferred revenue 16,540 9,671
Accruals - -
Loan - -
Total liabilities $21,483 $17,446
Net assets:
Unrestricted—undesignated 14,354 (1,258)
Unrestricted—board designated 1,000 1,000
Temporarily restricted 870,073 607,350
Permanently restricted 740,769 740,769
Total net assets $1,626,196 $1,347,861
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $1,647,679 $1,365,307
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Operating Results History 2019-2026

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

Jun '19 -May '20  Jun '20 -May '21 Jun '21 - May '22 Jun '22 - May '23 Jun '23 - May '24 Jun '24 - May '25 Jun '25 - May '26

REVENUES
Indiv. Contribs./Ann'l Fund 47,413 33,969 39,791 25,331 13,565 36,174 34,270
Corporate Sponsorships 23,384 31,757 34,246 16,301 26,500 32,750
Foundation Grants 31,250 1,300 2,000 8,750
Release of Restricted Funds 38,261 10,000 6,748
In-Kind Gifts 12,932 5,215 920 1,000
Membership—Indiv. 87,505 62,421 65,869 47,540 52,692 56,484 70,852
Civic Partners 10,500 2,000 2,000 1,000
Program Revenue 51,351 1,173 8,299 21,109
Gala Event Revenue 21,300 36,703
PPP Forgiveness Accrued 55,905 19,650 35,257
Designated Funds 6,362 6,423 6,416 6,750 7,084 7,440 7,448
Endowment Draw 38,977 39,441 12,449 12,984 17,427 17,692 17,817
Miscellaneous Income 64 3 1 14 0
427,103 238,882 198,950 128,671 91,942 152,588 191,994
EXPENSES
Personnel 287,259 5,645 76,915 31,581 33,538 77,389 85,620
Professional Services 33,561 26,055 53,595 165,398 1,900 1,900 2,970
Rent 51,229 24,163 5,092 8,868 8,835 8,978 9,089
Equipment Rent 3,192 1,064
Telephone & Tech 13,031 8,518 5,477 5,590 5,737 6,312 5,765
Insurance 4,779 4,915 4,977 5,153 5,217 5,419 5,628
Printing/Copying 837 12 2,407 596 100 348
Postage 1,454 333 1,074 307
Programming Support 15,715 21,148 24,749 13,540 2,035 31,979 33,657
Program Costs 66,782 1,600 5,505 20,796
Gala Event 24,687 17,583
Marketing, FR, & Sponsor 1,240 989 2,108 1,658 1,405 2,380 1,784
Grant-Specific Expenses 7,500
In-Kind Offsets 12,932 5,215 920 1,000
Bank Fees/Finance Charges 6,499 3,979 2,629 1,893 3,418 2,454 3,747
Supplies 2,840 698 1,043 502 278 934 619
Other (10 accounts) 7,433 2,446 3,527 3,426 3,944 5,059 5,498
533,471 130,262 184,514 239,513 67,907 148,410 175,521
NET -- Surplus / (Deficit) (106,368) 108,620 14,436 (110,842) 24,035 4,179 16,472

These amounts exclude in-kind gifts/expenses, gains/losses on investments, gifts and bequests
to endowments, and depreciation, and adjust for Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan
receipts, releases of restricted funds, and endowment distributions.
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS SUMMARY

General Research

Endowment Endowment

May 31, 2022 $335,701 $821,032
Additions 0 0
Distributions (12,984) 0
Gain/(Loss)/Expenses (5,632) (13,101)
May 31, 2023 $317,085 $807,931
Additions 0 0
Distributions (13,427) (4,000)
Gain/(Loss)/Expenses 37,558 98,236
May 31, 2024 $341,216 $902,167
Additions 0 0
Distributions (13,692) (4,000)
Gain/(Loss)/Expenses 31,853 85,555
May 31, 2025 $359,377 $983,722
Additions 0 0
Distributions (13,817) (4,000)
Gain/(Loss)/Expenses 65,638 181,650
May 31, 2026 $411,198 $1,161,372

The Club’s endowments are held by the Oregon Community Foundation (OCF)

in its main long-term investment pool. The Club is also the beneficiary of three

designated funds at OCF (Sterling, Goldy, and Rosenberg), not shown here.

Annual distributions from the endowments support the Club’s operating budget and, in

the case of the Research Endowment, the Club’s research function within the

operating budget. No Research Endowment distributions were taken in 2021-23.

Currently the distribution rate set by OCF is 4.05% of the average endowment balance

over the previous 13 quarters, adjusted for additions.
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11. STAFF

The Club had two part-time employees this year: Kayla Kennett, communications director, and
Jess Junke, office manager, who joined in March.

Treasurer Ted Kaye served as the Club’s administrator, supervising staff and coordinating
administrative functions, and with past treasurer Chris Howard managed all office and financial
matters, as well as membership functions, as volunteers.

The Club’s office is in the Center for Philanthropy in Portland’s Old Town/Chinatown District,

which provides a shared office environment for nonprofits and foundations. We are grateful
for its support.

[back to table of contents]
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