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Climate Change 

and the Next Great Migration:

Redesigning the Willamette Valley for 5 million people

6 p.m., Monday, March 21 

A conversation with Gail Achterman, chair of the Oregon Transportation Commission and natural resource expert
If current projections prove correct, the Willamette Valley will be home to 3.7 million people by 2030. But what if it turns out to be 5 million instead? Gail Achterman argues that we better start planning for that higher number now. The reason: global climate change. 

The discussion will be at Jimmy Mak’s, 221 NW Tenth Ave. Doors open at 5:30.  No cover. 
With Lake Mead likely to disappear within the decade and the Southwest experiencing long-term drought cycles never before seen, the likelihood of a gradual exodus from that region over the next few decades is growing. The Willamette Valley is certain to become an attractive destination with its ample water, vast, fertile farmlands, and an ever-more-California-like climate. But Achterman views the likely influx as an opportunity. Arguing that Oregon’s current system of land-use planning, natural resource conservation, and infrastructure funding is entirely ill-equipped to deal with a boom in population, she will outline policies that, if put into place now, could successfully rebuild the region to both absorb these new Oregonians while preserving the agricultural and natural resource assets enjoyed by the Oregonians of today. 

For more than three decades, Gail Achterman has been at the forefront of natural resource and environmental policy-making, regionally and nationally. She directed the Deschutes Resources Conservancy, a non-profit dedicated to watershed restoration, practiced law with Stoel Rives for 18 years, and served in the early 1990s as the governor’s assistant for natural resources. She currently serves on the Oregon Wave Energy Trust’s board and the Klamath Basin Rangeland Trust’s advisory board. For the last 11 years, she has sat on the Oregon Transportation Commission, since 2007 as its chairperson. She recently retired as director of the Institute for Natural Resources at Oregon State University. 
Bright Lights: Discussions on the City is a monthly series presented by Portland Monthly Magazine with City Club of Portland designed to bring the region’s thought leaders to the stage in an informal, conversational setting. Past guests have included Congressman Earl Blumenauer, advertising guru Dan Wieden, Portland State University president Wim Wievel, and the Portland Development Commission’s chief of urban economic development Erin Flynn, as well candidates running for mayor and the presidency of Metro. Contact: Randy Gragg, rgragg@portlandmonthlymag.com. 
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